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Court Upholds Camp 


Sanitation Ordinance. 


Quigg, Chief of Police (Fla.), 
100 So. R. 270.) 


The Supreme Court of Florida, Divi- 
sion A, says that an ordinance of the city 
of Miami defines a “tent city” to mean 
“any structure or inclosure, the roof of 
which is of silk, cotton, canvas or light 
material, and which is used by one or 
more people as a human habitation,” and 
“tent cities,’ to mean, “any lot or site on 
which are located two or more tents.” 
The ordinance then provides that no tent 
or tent city shall be erected or maintained 
without a permit from the department of 
public welfare. Another section provides 
that tents or tent cities which are located 
on a street in which there is a public 


(Miller vs. 


the ratio of one for each sex for each 
five tents, and by failure to provide slop 
sinks for each five tents. He was sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of $100 or serve fifty 
days in jail. Failing to pay the fine, he 
was confined in the city jail, and sued out 
a wr't of habeas corpus, but was not re- 
leased thereon, judgment being for the 
defendant, which judgment is affirmed. 


The petitioner contended that the city 
of Miami had no authority to pass the 
ordinance in question; but the supreme 
court holds that there was ample 


authority to enact the ordinance in the 
provisions of the charter of the city em- 


powering it “to do all things whatsoever 
necessary or expedient for promoting or 
maintaining the general * * * health 
* * * of the city or its inhabitants,” and 
“to provide for the preservation -of the 


5 


sewer shall be provided with water- 
closets which must be connected with 
such public sewer. In such cases there 
shall be one water-closet for each sex 


‘public health of the inhabitants of the 
city, make regulations to secure the 
same.” During the winter or tourist sea- 
}son large numbers of persons flock to 


in the ratio of one for each sex for each 
live tents or portions thereof, and, in 
addition thereto, one slop sink for each 


five tents or portions thereof. In case a 


tent or tent city shall be located on a 
street in which there is no public sewer, 
dry toilets of a prescribed character must 
be provided, one dry toilet for every two 
teits. No tent shall be located more than 
100 feet from the water-closet or dry 
toilet which serves such tent. 


Petitioner Miller was found guilty of 
violating the ordinance by maintaining a 


tent city in the city of Miami without a 


Permit to do so from the department of 


Public welfare; by failing and refusing | 


to provide a water-closet for each sex in 


Florida, many of whom live in tents in 
localities known as tent cities, camping 
grounds, tourist camps, etc. A large 
number of people living in proximity in 
tents, without sanitary regulations, is 
very apt to produce sickness, and it was 
to promote and preserve the public health 
that the ordinance in question was 
enacted. It is a reasonable and valid ex- 
ercise of the city’s power to preserve and 
promote the public health. 


You hoard not health for your own private 

But on the public spend the rich produce. 

—Dryden. 
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Use of Comnion Towel is: “Unlawful. 


-RapIo TALK. 


Radiocasted from Station KGO, Oakland, 
‘November, 24,. 1924. 


If your barber uses the same towel. on 
your. face that he used upon the patron | 
who occupied the chair before you, he: is 
violating a California law. This statute | 


says “No person, firm or corporation. 


conducting, operating, having charge of, 
or control of, any hotel, restaurant, fac- 
tory, store, barber shop, office building, 
school, public hall, railroad train, railway 
station, boat, or any other public place, 
room or conveyance, shall maintain ‘or 
keep in or about any such place any towel 
for common use.” The term “common 


use,” when applied to a towel, means ac- 


cording to the law, “its use by, or for, 
more than one person without its being 
laundered by a process involving exposure 
to boiling water or steam between con- 
secutive uses of such towel.” 


_ Since this law went into effect in Cali- 
fornia, in 1917, common towels have al- 
most disappeared from public places. 


Even in the country hotels, where roller 


towels, of seemingly endless length, for- 
merly rolled on and on unceasingly, the 
traveler will now find separate and in- 
dividual towels for each guest. Common 
towels are no longer found upon trains 
or boats and it is very seldom that they 
are ever found in any public places. 


A few barbers, however, do not observe 
this law. Since every patron is entitled 
to a clean towel, it should be provided. 


Whenever a customer finds a barber ap- 


plying a soiled towel to his face he should 
call attention to the violation of the law. 


If this does not bring results, the local 


health officer should be informed of the 
violation. 

The reason for the banishment of the 
common towel lies in the fact that such 
a towel plays a part in the transmission 
of many infections, chiefly those that | 
affect the skin. Barbers’ itch, smallpox, 
pink-eye and trachoma, as well as many 
other serious diseases, have been con- 
tracted in this way. 

Now that bobbed hair is popular and 
women, as well as men, patronize barber 
shops, perhaps more attention will be 
paid by barbers to the observance of this 
law. It is true that women are not sub- 
ject to as great danger as men, through 
the use of a common barbers’ towel, for 
their faces, fortunately, seldom need to 
be shaved, ‘and so they are not subjected 
to the health menace that lies in the use | 
of a soiled towel on a freshly shaved 
face. In spite of this fact, they are en: 
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tused they should make vigorous protest 
| and. complaint. to the local health officer, 
‘ if the Jaw violation is not stopped. 


— 


|need sewers. Every town in the state, 


titled to have only clean towels used upon 
their persons and if a common towel js 


Plague Situation | 
Clears in Los Angeles. 


The quarantine imposed upon the Mex- 
ican quarter of Los Angeles has been | 
lifted and the emergency conditions are 
now entirely disappeared, in so far as 
human cases of plague are concerned, 
Infected rats have been found in Los 
Angeles and the campaign for the eradi- 
cation of rodents has only begun. A per- 
sistent and continual warfare against 
rodents is a matter of necessity if the 
disease is to be brought under control, 
Steps have been taken for conducting 
such a campaign and the work has-been 
started under a clear and definite plan of 
organization. 

Sanitary Engineering 
Bureau Reports Progress. 


There are in California approximately 
1300 sanitary engineering works needing 
state supervision. Three hundred com- 
munities have sewer systems. About 620 
communities have public water works. 
There are 165 sewage treatment works 
and about 100 water treatment works in 
which the operation factor. is all-impor- 
tant and which therefore need constant 
follow-up inspection. There are about 
120 towns and cities whose sewage dis- 
posal is in a bad state and in need of 
improvement. There are 376 swimming 
pools. The investment represented by 
these sanitary works over which the 
Bureau of Sanitary Engineering, with 
but three engineers, is intended to main- 
tain supervision is close to $500,000,000. 
Under the provisions of the law, 742 
‘applications for permit have been filed 
with the State Board of Health. During 
this biennium there have been 109 per- 
mits granted representing works hav- 
ing an investment of approximately 
$22,000,000. 

Nineteen new sewage treatment works 
were placed 1 in operation during the bicn- 
nium. In addition to the communities 
having sanitary works at the present 
time there are in round numbers. 300 
‘small places having.a population of 200 
or more but which have yet not incorpo- 
rated. The sanitary conditions, howev', 
and need of promoting sanitary works 
in them is great. They will progressively 
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and. evem some of the smaller places, has 
a garbage problem. : There are fully 500 
of these. places. The Bureau of Sani- 
tary ‘Engineering maintains. no: super- | 
vision ,over garbage disposal. 

Eleven Sanitary districts and four 
sanitation districts were. formed. during 
the biennium. These district procedures 
have become suddenly popular and) 
simply stress the growing demand for 
sanitation. | 

During the biennium the staff of + ha 
engineers has performed 2764 pieces of 
sanitary engineering work, exclusive of 
laboratory work, and has reported or 
made record of what was done. The 
laboratory, which during the last year 
consisted of but one man, made 27,491 
analyses on 6795 samples, mostly water. 
About 12,000 communications were dis- 
patched: on sanitary engineering matters. 
This, in brief, gives an idea of the ac- 
complishments and great need of con- 
tinued support of the bureau. It must be 
apparent that adequate support of the 
bureau is probably impossible of provi- 
sion, but as great increase as funds per- 
mit is imperative. | 
The duties of the bureau since 1915 
have been increased by the enactment of 
a law governing the sanitation of swim- 
ial pools and a law to protect against 
pollution of shell fish layings and by a 
tremendous increase in the demand for 
its services by the public, particularly in 


duties and functions are clearly defined, 
however, and are of a purely sanitary | 
engineering nature, overlapping none of 
the functions of other state departments 
or bureaus of the board itself. 


Child Health Demonstration 
in Marion County, Oregon. 


Marion County, Oregon, of whidh 
Salem is the county seat, has been 
selected as the field of the Far Western 
Demonstration, the fourth in the Com- 
monwealth Fund Child Health demon- 
stration program. The selection was 
made by the Child Health Demonstration 
Committee, only after careful weighing 
of applications from more than thirty 
cities and counties in the eleven Pacific 
coast and Rocky Mountain states which 
made application to the committee. Study 
of these applications and of the whole 
western health situation began in March, 


committee considering not only the degree | 
of need of child health work in the differ- 
ent local communities, but also the con- 


the field of better sewage disposal. Its} 


Calaveras County 1 


and continued to the present time, the | 


— 


\ 
community as ‘a’ and edu- 
-eational center which should influence a 
wider territory. 

The selection of Marion: County 
assures the interest cooperation o 
the state and county health and educa- 
tion leaders. Its population, estimated at 
5£,000 in 1924, is 90 per cent American 
|born. It is essentially rural—Salem, the 
state capital, having. a population of 
25,000. The county’s varied crops—ber- 
‘ries, nuts, hops, flax—and its developing 
dairying and canning interests indicate a 
-greater variety and stability of resources 
than in a one-crop or one-industry com- 
munity. 

These industries present also perplex- 
ing child health problems incident to a 
chronic migratory labor population, and 
common to a large area of the Far West. 
This group is variously estimated, in 
Marion County, at from three to ten 
thousand. An attempt will be made to 
work out.a practical plan for their health 
and educational needs. 


At the end of the rainbow of the public 
health activities lies the pot of gold of long 
life and good living. Wise is he who will 
seek this golden treasure. It should be con- 
tinually sought after, from the bloom of youth 
till we reach ‘“‘the sere and yellow leaf.” The 
seeking of this golden bowl of health will be 
worth more to each individual than the wealth 
of Croesus—for without health, wealth is vain 


indeed. 
Diseases crucify the soul of man.—Burton, 
vy 


MORBIDITY.* 


Diphtheria. 


163 cases of di iphthesie have been 
as follows: Los Angeles 45, Oakland 16, San 


geles County 12, Stanislaus County 5 Long 
er *- 3, Madera County 1, San Mateo County 

San Tose 2, Glendale 1, Stockton 1, San 
oaquin County Pasadena Be Compton 2, 
Santa Clara County 2. Sonoma County 2, 
Willits 1, San Mateo 3, Rialto 1, Alameda 2, 
San Diego County 1, San Bernardino County 
2, San Diego 3, Huntington Park 3,:Bakers- 
field 1 Orange 1, Orange County: ‘1, Santa 
Cruz County & Contra Costa County 1, Rich- 
—- 2, Turlock 2, Los Banos 1, Sacramento 

Monterey County 2, Watsonville 1 Lassen 
Fee 2, Kern County 1, Alameda County 3; 
Corona ys Santa Barbara 1. 


Measles. 


35 cases of measles wen ‘been reported, as 
follows: Los Angeles 20, Los Angeles County 
5, San Diego 2, Pasadena 3, Sr County 
San Fran- 
CiSCO , Santa Barbara County 1. 


Scarlet 
131 cases of scarlet fever have been re- 


} ported, as follows: San Francisco 24, Los 


ditions and resources of each applicant 


*From reports received on November 24th 
and 25th for week ending ‘November 22d. ! 


Francisco 14, Visalia 5,. Berkeley Los 
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Angeles 20, Fresno County 10, Santa Clara 
County 7, San Jose 5, Los Angeles County 7, 
Oakland 5, Torrance 2, Whittier 1, San Diego 
4, Alameda 3, Fresno 1, San Joaquin County 
2, Oakland 1, Alameda County 4, Stockton 2, 
Berkeley 2, Pasadena 1, Merced County 1, 
Orange County 2, Santa Ana 4, Stanislaus 
County 1, Redwood City 1, Huntington Beach 
1, Pomona 4, El Monte 1, Riverside 1, Chico 
1, San Bernardino County 3, Long Beach 2, 
Todi 1, Yuba County 1, South San Francisco 
1, Kern, County 1, Santa Monica 1, Braw- 
ley 1, Santa Barbara 2. _ 


Smallpox. 


95 cases of smallpox have been reported, as 
follows: Los Angeles 41, Los Angeles County 


19, Fresno County 6, Fresno.5, Lassen County . 


Beach 7, Maywood 2, Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, 
Whittier 2, Huntington Park 1, Oakland 2, 
San Diego 3, Madera County 4, Fresno 
County 1, Merced County 1, Orange County 
2, Los Angeles County 3, San Diego County 
3, Monterey County 1, San Bernardino 1, 
Riverside County 3. 


Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 


- Two cases of cerebrospinal meningitis have 
been reported, as follows: Los Angeles 1, San 
Diego County 1. 


Poliomyelitis. 
7 cases of poliomyelitis have been orted, 
as follows: Oakland 3, Contra Costa County 


1, San Francisco 1, Los Angeles 1, Santa 


5, Oakland 3, Modoc County, 1, San, 
nardino County 2, Pomona 1, Plumas County holies. 
1, Colton 2, Sacramento 2, Anaheim 1, San Ppidemic 


ih Diego 2, Compton 1, Whittier 1, Santa Monica 4 cases of epidemic encephalitis have been ’ 
ig 1, Kern County 1. reported, as follows: San Francisco 1, San 
‘| Diego 1, Berkeley 1, Orland 1. | A 
81 cases of typhoid fever have been re- | 
i ported, as follows: Stockton 55, Los Angeles 3 cases of typhus fever have been reported, 
E 5, Los Angeles County 1, Selma 1, Fresno |@S follows: Los Angeles 2, Manhattan 
| ounty 2, San Joaquin County 3, Riverside 4, | Beach 1. i 
San Francisco 2, San Diego 2, Stockton 1, 
Riverside County 1, Santa Monica 1, Venice 1, | Anthrax. ' 
wi California 2. : Kern County reported one case of anthrax. 
F Whooping Cough. Plague. 
‘ 91 cases of whooping cough have been re- One additional case of bubonic plague has 
ported, as follows: Los Angeles 25, Monte- | been reported this week in Los Angeles 
P. bello 6, San Francisco 15, Berkeley 7, Long | County. This case terminated fatally. I 
( 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 
( 
: 1924 ° 1923 
+ Di Week ending for wee Week ending for week | 
Isease ending di 
+ Nov. 22 
f Nov. 1 | Nov. 8 | Nov. 15 reosived Nov. 3 | Nov. 10 ) 
Nov. 25 
¥ 
0 0 0 0 1 
| 0 0 0 0 0 
#3 Cerebrospinal Meningitis 4 3 1 5 4 
‘ 180 244 201 60 91 
een. ee 148 215 188 228 250 
Dysentery (Bacillary) 0 10 6 0 
Epidemic Encephalitis 6 1 2 3 
257 133 128 
1 1 2 3 4 
54 64 66 31 14 
55 64 114 46 44 
17 10 10 9 8 
Scarlet Fever... ...._-- 100 138 113 158 179 
145 166 122 174 
205 136 179 141 229 
Typhoid Fever___..---- 19 27 24 25 19 
Whooping Cough..--_--- 82 76 74 28 57 
1376 1313 1363 1399 1636 
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